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for us, and it was possible that we might still be lurking in
the attic when they came that way. This done, I descended
the ladder into the garret, where the monk received me,
more graciously this time.
Arm in arm we walked round the shadowy place in which
we found ourselves. It was about thirty feet long by twenty
wide; at one end was a door barred with iron; this, how-
ever, was not locked, and we went through it into anothet
room, in the middle of which was a big table surrounded
with chairs and stools. We opened one of the windows, but
could see nothing but precipices, so to speak, between th6
windows. I closed the window, and went back to where we
had left our baggage. Perfectly incapable of further effort,
I fell on the floor; with a roll of cords to serve for a pillow*
I gave myself up to sleep. Had I been certain that death, or
torture, awaited me on waking, it would have made no dif-
ference. Even now I can remember the heavenly sensations
of rest and forgetfulness which came over me as I sank to
slumber.
I slept for three hours and a half: the monk aroused me
by shouting and shaking me. He told me it had struck five,,
and he could not understand how, given our position, I could
sleep! / could, though! For two days and nights I had not
closed my eyes, and for the same length of time had eaten
nothing; the efforts I had made were enough to wear out
the strength of any man. My nap had restored my vigour, I
was able now to think and to act.
'This place,' said I, 'is not a prison, so there must be some
way out of it.'
There was a door at one end, through which we passed
into a gallery lined with shelves filled with papers: these
were the archives, as I afterwards learned. A little stone
staircase took us to a second gallery, and a second staircase
into a large hall, which I recognised as the ducal .chancery.
On a desk lay a tool, a sort of long slim chisel which the
Secretaries use to pierce parchments with, so as to attach ths
lead seab of the chancery to them. I forced the desk

